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guffey/stc KOONTZ NAMED WOMEN'S
state, sid w/pix CROSS COUNTRY, TRACK COACH
6-27-80 AT UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
MISSOULA--
Dick Koontz has been named head women's track and cross country coach at 
the University of Montana, announced Grizzly Athletic Director Harley Lewis.
Koontz has served as interim coach for the past season. He replaced Will 
Cheesman, who resigned a year ago for personal reasons.
Koontz, from Billings, was a standout athlete for the Grizzlies, as well 
as for Billings West High School. As a high school star he qualified for seven 
events in the state track championships in 1967. He was also a starter in football. 
In the state meet he won three events, placed second in two and was named 
Billings West's Athlete of the Year in 1967.
"I feel that we have a bright future in women's cross country and track at
the University of Montana," the 30-year-old said. "That's one of the reasons I'm
so happy to be with the program in an official capacity."
He is a member of Montana's record-setting 400-meter relay team, which ran 
a 40.2 in 1969. He is state prep record-holder in the 180-yard low hurdles (19.0), 
an event no longer run at the state meet.
As a Grizzly hurdler he placed third in the Big Sky Conference as a freshman
and sophomore and second his junior and senior seasons.
Being an ex-Grizzly I hope to build the reputation of a fine women's program," 
Koontz said. The type of program that will draw athletes on its own merits."
(over)
KOONTZ NAMED--add one
A 1971 graduate of UM (B.A. in education), Koontz, who received his master1 
degree in education-secondary school administration, has eight years of coaching 
experience.
He coached boy's track at Stevensville High School in 1972-73, boy's and 
girl's track at Anaconda High School from 1974 to 1977, was a graduate assistant 
at UM in track and cross country in 1978 and now begins his second season of 
coaching on the collegiate level.
